Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime

Press Statement on

The Report of the Dublin Archdiocese Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the Murphy Report)

The Dublin Archdiocese Commission Report

The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime acknowledges the pain and confusion experienced by children abused by priests of the Dublin Archdiocese and the ongoing suffering and turmoil in the lives of those victims. The impact of this crime is comparable with that experienced by victims of the most serious crimes of violence against the person. This is aggravated by the fact that the crimes were perpetrated before the victims had reached adulthood and the way Church authorities dealt with complaints. The abuse is all the more appalling given that it was perpetrated by men in positions of great trust and publicly committed to high Christian standards, but sadly betraying both trust and standards. 
The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime welcomes the publication of the  Report of the Dublin Archdiocese Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse (the Murphy Report). It knows that the publicity attendant on this publication has again touched into the pain of victims of child abuse.  It hopes that the publication can also assist victims in their long journeys towards wholeness and peace. It acknowledges that some victims may spend the rest of their lives seeking healing. 
The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime would in particular acknowledge the many victims who have bravely came forward and engaged with the Dublin Archdiocese Commission, the Ryan Commission, the Redress Board and the criminal justice agencies with a view to highlighting terrible wrongs and securing justice and societal changes and support. The Commission would urge other victims who may not yet have sought help to make contact with one of the support organisations, whose contact details appear at the end of this press release, or to report any crimes committed against them to the Garda Síochána.
The Commission notes the recent words of Archbishop Diarmuid Martin, where he called on the church to renew itself. He said that this renewal must go deeper than structures. The Commission would hope that the church's renewal will include proactive support for identified victims, adoption and full adherence to best practices and procedures, including the deployment of voluntary lay expertise and proper, prompt and decisive action where suspicions of abuse come to notice. The Commission calls for vigorous efforts by all concerned to ensure that the implementation plan which followed the Ryan report can help support better lives for victims of institutional abuse, prevent further abuse, and lead to prompt action where abuse is suspected in the future.
Child abuse in families and communities
The Commission welcomes the justifiable public attention on clerical and institutional abuse. It also urges people to remember that the majority of cases of abuse coming to attention occur within families. A renewed focus is required to further improve State and voluntary sector responses to child abuse within the family. As a wider society we need to remain alert so that we can respond appropriately to suspected cases of sexual abuse in a timely fashion. In particular, there should be a renewed emphasis, including appropriate publicity, on empowering children to report any inappropriate activities to a trusted adult.
Individual responses

It is only right that there has been much questioning about the effectiveness of our current and past systems. This will need to continue as we face into the future to ensure that robust systems are in place. Child abuse appears to be more pervasive than many of us expected. As a result members of the public may be left with a more jaundiced view of human nature, of church organisations and of the State. There is a danger that members of the public will be overwhelmed by the nature and the extent of the abuse being made public. The Commission would encourage people to report cases of abuse coming to their notice so that they may be investigated.
The Commission wishes to draw attention to a wide range of individuals who, on all our behalves, are engaging or have engaged with the pernicious problem of child abuse and especially those who have endeavoured to make a difference in the lives of victims of abuse, in whatever ways were open to them. Not all of these people found the support they should have taken for granted in their own organisations, but persisted in helping victims or seeking justice on their behalf. Of necessity most of these people will continue to remain anonymous in the eyes of the general public. In recognising the positive contributions of individuals and organisations the Commission would further encourage the continuing improvement of practices and procedures in relation to detecting and preventing child abuse. 
Above all in our discussions it is important to keep the focus on 
· empowering existing victims, 

· preventing as far as is humanly possible further child abuse, and 

· having in place fair and robust systems for dealing with suspicions of abuse in the future. 
Sources of support for victims of abuse
HSE National Counselling Service Help Desk - 1 800 670 700
Dublin Rape Crisis Centre National 24 Hour Helpline - 1 800 77 88 88

Faoiseamh - 1 800 331 234 (UK and NI) 00 8000 973 272

Connect - 1 800 477 477 (UK and NI) 00 8000 477 477 77

Samaritans - 1 850 60 90 90

One in Four - (01) 662 4070
Rape Crisis Network Ireland: www.rcni.ie click on "help - information" and then on "find help" for a map of rape crisis centres all over the country, click on map for contact details.

www.csvc.ie click on "victim services" and then "sexual violence services"

www.cosc.ie click on "local and national support services" and then "sexual violence services"
Note for Editors
The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime was established as an independent body in 2005 by the then Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to provide funding to voluntary sector organisations supporting victims of crime. Since that date the Commission has allocated €5m to more than fifty organisations. In particular the Commission has provided grant aid over the years to One in Four and Rape Crisis Network Ireland. The Commission also assists in the development of strategies and policies to support victims of crime with a view to improving cohesion, consistency of service and information available to victims of crime. Its website is www.csvc.ie.
The organisations funded by the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime support victims of domestic abuse, sexual violence, victims of human trafficking, tourist victims of crime, child victims, families of victims of homicide  as well as victims of  general crime. The organisations funded by the Commission provide a number of services to victims of crime which include court accompaniment, information, helplines, emotional support and counselling.
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