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The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime was established in March 2005, with a three year remit to 

1. devise an appropriate support framework for victims of crime into the future and 
2. to disburse funding for victim support  and assistance measures
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Executive Summary

· The Commission held 11 formal meetings, as well as a number of subgroup meetings, between January and December 2007.

· The Commission continued in 2007 to build on the work commenced in 

2005 and 2006.

· 55 applications for funding were received in 2007 after a public advertisement and were examined in detail by the Commission.

· € 946,125 was distributed to 37 Non-Governmental Organisations providing front-line services to victims of crime in 2007.  This represents a 6.8 % increase over 2006 funding to NGOs in 2007. 

· The Commission met with a number of the criminal justice agencies and

non-governmental organisations working with victims of crime as part of an ongoing and extensive round of consultations with interest parties.

· The Commission held a Training Day for the NGOs it funds in 

September, 2007. 

· The provision of information regarding services available to victims is a

 key priority for the Commission.

· The Commission continued to promote the services available for victims

 of crime.

· In fulfilment of the task it was set out with, the Commission moved forward its work on developing a support framework for victims going forward into the future.

· Research was commissioned and completed on behalf of the Commission in 2007.

· The Co-Ordinator to the Commission visited a number of NGOs funded by 

the Commission during 2007.

· The Commission continued to review the Victims Charter.

1.     Members of the Commission:
Mr Jim McHugh, (Chairman), former Assistant Commissioner, 

An Gárda Síochána,

Ms Nora Owen, former Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform,

Mr Sean Lowry, former head of the Probation Service, 

Mr Michael Whelan, Gemini Consulting, 

Ms Marian Finucane, broadcaster.

Secretarial and other supports are provided by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

2.       Background

2.1
The Commission was established in March, 2005 against a background of:

· a need to review the mechanisms and services put in place by specific agencies to assist victims, in the context of the criminal justice system as a whole, as set out in the Victims Charter 

· the evolution of thinking in relation to victims’ needs; for example recognition of the need to support victims of sexual assault and domestic violence during court proceedings  

· a wider context within which policy needs to be considered, specifically in the context of Ireland’s obligations under the EU Framework Decision on the Standing of Victims in Criminal Proceedings

· the decision of the Minister to withdraw funding from the Victim Support organisation with effect from 31st March 2005.

In line, with the European Convention on Human Rights, the Commission is committed to ensuring that the necessary measures are put in place for the effective recognition of, and respect for the rights of victims with regard to their human rights, with particular respect to the security, dignity, private and family life of victims and recognises the negative effective of crime on victims”.

3.      Meetings

3.1 The Commission held 11 meetings in the period January to December 2007.

3.2 Following requests for meetings from a number of Non-Governmental Organisations, funded by them, the Commission personally met with some of them throughout 2007.
3.3 The Commission also met with representatives from a number of the Criminal Justice Agencies during 2007.

4.      Disbursement of Funding
4.1    €1,110,000 was made available to the Commission for disbursement in 2007.
4.2 As in previous years, a public advertisement was placed in national newspapers inviting applications The Commission again invited applications for funding from registered charities, voluntary/ community groups and other bodies who provide or who have proposals for the provision of victim services/ assistance.  A detailed application form was forwarded to each of the applicants. Organisations being funded were required to be legal entities, to register with the Data Protection Commissioner, and to provide evidence of tax compliance in accordance with Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform financial procedures.

4.3 55 completed applications for funding were returned to the Commission, the majority of them from organisations that had applied and received funding in previous years from the Commission. The Commission also received new applicants for funding.

Copies of the advertisement and application form are at Appendix C and D.

4.4 The Commission examined each application in detail and made recommendations in respect of each application. The Commission is entirely independent in its decision making and examines each application on its own merits.

4.5 The Commission sees one of its roles as ensuring the provision of a high quality service across the country to victims of crime. It is committed to ensuring maximum benefit for the victim from taxpayers’ funds. It must make certain that basic conditions are met before it issues funding.   Successful organisations are required therefore to accept certain conditions before monies are issued.  This involved the completion of a Form of Acceptance, which sets out the terms under which funding is granted. These conditions include a commitment to provide evaluation reports, financial statements and audited reports as required by the Commission.

4.6
In 2005 and 2006, the Commission decided to prioritise the funding of activities at ground level that provide direct supports for victims of crime, rather than for example administrative structures or research projects. The Commission continued this policy in 2007. The Commission places particular emphasises on the necessity for support to be provided to victims when attending court. It is aware that courtrooms can be extremely stressful environment for victims and their families. For this reason the funding of court accompaniment services is a priority for the Commission.  Thus the bulk of the funding provided was for court accompaniment services.

5      Applications received and granted funding by the Commission in 2007

5.1
The Commission received and granted funding to the following organisations who provide direct support to victims of crime:

·  The Federation for Victim Assistance 

·  Support after Crime 

5.2   The Commission also received applications and granted funding to the following organisations that provide specialist services:

· National Crime Victims Helpline [1850-211-407]

The Commission supports and promotes the National Crime Victims Helpline as a central point of contact for all victims of crime.  The Helpline began operating in September 2005 and was formally launched by the Minister for Justice and Law Reform on 14th November 2005.  It is manned by volunteers and operates from 10.00am to 7.30pm on Monday. From Tuesdays to Thursday the service is available from 10am – 5pm and on Saturdays from 2pm to 4.00pm. 

The Helpline provides the opportunity for people who are victims of crime to find emotional support on the phone, while it also provides information on the criminal justice system and on local services.  As well as providing information and emotional support for victims of crime, the Helpline acts as a resource for other voluntary organisations and the Gardaí in helping to ensure that victims of crime can access the supports appropriate to their needs.  The Commission noted that the Helpline extended its opening hours in 2007 due to the increased number of phone calls it was receiving.

· The Irish Tourist Assistance Service which provides a support service to tourist victims of crime

·  AdVic  whose aim is to “ advocate for changes that will bring about a re-balancing of the Criminal Justice System, and recognition of the status of families of homicide victims within the system”

·  Support after Homicide which  provides emotional  and practical support for those bereaved by homicide

· MISS ( Missing in Ireland Support Service) provides a support service to those who are left behind in Missing Person cases.
5.3
Services to victims of Domestic Violence 
The Commission approved 22 applications for funding from organisations providing services to victims of domestic violence, mainly for the provision of a court accompaniment service. 

5.4 Services to victims of Sexual Violence 

The Commission approved 4 applications for funding from organisations providing services to victims of sexual violence. Again the majority of these applications were seeking funding for the provisions of a court accompaniment service.

5.5    Services to children who are victims of abuse
The Commission funded CARI and Barnardos in 2007. Both organisations provide support to children who are victims of abuse.

5.6
Summary of successful applications
37 organisations were successful in securing funding from the Commission in 2007. 

Appendix A shows the list of the organisations that were allocated funding by the Commission in 2007.
5.7
Summary of unsuccessful applications
There were 18 unsuccessful applications.  The Commission gave priority to activities that provide direct supports to victims of crime at ground level, and a number of applications failed this test.  

6. 
Co-operation and co-ordination between the Commission and all the Criminal Justice Agencies

6.1 The Commission considers that a coherent strategy of victim support is essential in order to deliver an efficient service to victims of crime. This can only be achieved through co-operation and co-ordination between all the criminal justice agencies such as the DPP, an Garda Síochána, the Court Service, the Probation Service, the Legal Aid Board and the Restorative Justice Commission. The Commission continued to engage with these agencies, throughout 2007 as part of its ongoing work in ensuring that the victim has a central place in the criminal justice system and that their needs and concerns are addressed.

6.2 It is the opinion of the Commission that respect for the individual’s dignity and privacy should be safeguarded throughout the court proceedings.  Thus the Commission continued to engage with the Courts Service during 2007 in relation to the provision of better facilities and arrangements in courthouses for victims of crime.   The Commission has been informed by the Court Service that they have carried out major refurbishment works on a number of courthouses with consequent improvements in facilities for all court users.  It is their policy to provide appropriate facilities for victims in all new developments.

6.3 The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform established the National Commission on Restorative Justice in March, 2007 to consider the application of the concept of restorative justice, with regard to persons brought before the courts on criminal charges. The Commission met with Judge Mary Martin and members of the Restorative Justice Commission in October, 2007.  Both Commissions agreed they would assist and co-operate with each other in carrying out their work.
7. Co-operation between the Commission and Non-Governmental 

Organisations ( NGOs) 

7.1   Similarly, good communication and co-operation between the Commission and the NGOs its funds is essential. The Commission aims to provide funded organisations with the best possible service it can.  It is open to exchanging ideas and information with NGOs while at the same time it is glad to be able to provide guidance and advice to NGOs when requested.  It is prepared to respond to requests for meetings by them whenever possible. 

In 2007, following requests for such meetings the Commission personally met with Victim Support, the Court Support Service and the Federation for Victim Assistance. Amongst the items discussed with these groups where good governance and structures, arrangements for the delivery of services on the ground, the garda referral system and plans for future development of their organisations.

 7.2  Co-ordination and co-operation among the organisations that provide services to victims of crime is also an essential component  for the required effectiveness of the provision of such support services to victims of crime. 

The Commission believes it is important that NGOs network and co-operate with each other in order to provide the most user- friendly systems possible, which are widely available for all victims while at the same time ensuring there is no duplication of services. Since taking up office, the Commission has endeavoured to promote the development of mechanisms for communication and co-operation among the groups its funds. 
7.3   In 2006, the Commission organised an Introductory Meeting and a Seminar in Croke Park, which was attended by representatives of all the NGOs funded by the Commission.  Those who attended found it useful in forming links and making contacts.  As a follow up to those events, the Commission organised a Training Day in September, 2007.

8       Training Day, September, 2007

8.1    The training day was held by the Commission on the 12th September, 2007.  The Venue was the Bar Council and was attended by representatives of the NGOs funded by the Commission.  The topics covered were in response to requests from the NGOs.  

The programme concentrated on three specific issues and was divided into three modules. The first module on Listening Skills was given by Dr. Alma McCarthy, of Tiger Consulting. The second module presented by Ms. Sheila Cahill who spoke on "Good Governance and Best Practises”.  Ms. Cahill is the Director of Training with the Carmichael Centre.  In line with "Good Governance and Best Practises", Mr, Walter Johnson Internal Auditor, with the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform gave some advice in relation to having correct "Financial Procedures" in place in the third module.

From feed back the Commission received, it established that participants found the day to be very informative and useful.  They agreed the presenters were extremely well informed and made their presentations very interesting.  Participants found it very beneficial to hear about other organisations and to share experiences and practises.

9     Provision of  information to victims of crime

9.1  In line with Recommendation 6 of the European Framework Decision on the Standing of Victims in Criminal Proceedings, the Commission recognises that the provision of information, namely details of the services or organisations providing support, information regarding the criminal justice systems and details of entitlements, is a key element for the protection and exercise of the rights of victims of crime.   It is dedicated to the task of ensuring effective access to information by victims.  In this connection it supports and promotes the Crime Victims Helpline that provides immediate and direct access to information to victims on the criminal justice system and of the supports appropriate to their needs which are available to them.

9.2    The Commission also works closely with the Gardaí who are often the first point of contact for a victim and crime and are therefore on the spot to provide information to a victim of crime.  The Gardaí have a policy of providing information relating to the Crime Victim Helpline and the names of victim support groups to individual victims of crimes. Due to Data Protection legislation, however, the Gardaí cannot pass information about the victim directly to victim support groups without the victim’s informed consent. 

9.3   When a victim reports a crime to An Garda Síochána, a letter is sent to the victim from the Gardaí Síochána informing him/her of the name of the investigating Garda, how to contact the Garda, details of the Pulse Incident Number and the number of the Crime Victim Helpline and ITAS.  A list of NGOs funded by the Commission is also given to the victim. 

9.4   The Commission met with Assistant Commissioner Louis Harkin and some of his colleagues in 2007 to discuss issues around garda referrals and the success of the Pulse letter in the distribution of information on the NGOs who support victims of crime by Gardaí to victims of crime. 

9.5   The Gardaí are fully committed to addressing the needs and concerns of victims and responding to their needs in a caring, sensitive and empathic manner.   They have set out their policy and procedures that apply where members of the public are victimised as a result of crime in their Charter for Victims of Crime, a copy of which can be obtained on their website www.Garda.ie  

10    Promoting awareness of the services available to victims of crime
10.1
The Commission is also committed to promoting the services available to victims of crime and to promoting the work undertaken by the organisations it funds. It ran a major radio campaign in December, 2006 advertising these services and because of the success of that campaign ran a similar advertisement in December 2007.

10.2  It also designed a poster advertising the services provided by NGOs who support victims of crime for distribution by the NGOs in their local areas throughout the country (Copy attached as Appendix E).
10.3 The Commission spent € 50,777.65 in promoting awareness of the services available to Victims of Crime in 2007.

11    Developing a Support Framework for Crime Victims
11.1  In addition to the disbursement of funds to organisations that support victims of crime, the Commission was established to “devise an appropriate support framework for victims of crime into the future”.

11.2  The Commission continued to concentrate and made considerable progress on this work in 2007. It is expected to present its finding to the Minister in March, 2008.  In this connection, it welcomed the Government’s commitment in its Programme for Government to establish a statutory Victims Support Agency and set up a Victim’s Council to formulate victim policy.

12     Research Document

12.1 In order to assist it in the drawing up of the Framework document, the Commission decided it would be necessary to have some independent research carried out on the following:

· services currently provided in Ireland by non-governmental organisations and others to victims of crime

· on Irish/ European legislation in relation to support of victims of crime and 

· a literature review on the systems for the support of victims of crime pertaining in EU and non EU common law countries.

A tendering process for the research project was engaged in and the contract was awarded to Trinity College, Dublin.  The Research project was completed in December, 2007.

13    Work of the Co-Ordinator in 2007
Mr. Denis O’Neill, Co-Ordinator to the Commission continued to meet with funded organisations in 2007 in order to bring their concerns to the attention of the Criminal Justice Agencies and the Commission itself.  In 2007, he made 18 visits to organisations from as far away as the Innishowen Peninsula to South Kerry. 
14     Review of the Victims Charter

14.1 The Commission’s remit includes reviewing Charter entitled “Victims Charter and Guide to the Criminal Justice System”. The Charter was last updated in 1999.  It sets out, from the victim’s perspective, a general description of the overall criminal justice system, a concise summary of the role and functions of each of the main bodies/agencies involved, and the entitlements of the victim in terms of standards of treatment, rights and complaints procedures in each area.  A guiding principle of the Victims’ Charter is a commitment to giving victims of crime a central place in the criminal justice system. 

The Commission continued with its work of updating the Charter in 2007 and it will be competed shortly.   

15     Development of Child Witness Support Services

15.1  Since its establishment the Commission has allocated €116,000 to CARI for the provision of court accompaniment services to children who are victims of sexual abuse.  In 2007, it also allocated € 20,000 to Barnardos towards the provision of counselling to children affected by homicide. 

The Commission also met with CARI regarding their proposed project to develop and expand CARI’s existing court support and accompaniment service to respond to the needs of other agencies and the general public.

15.2 The Commission engaged with St. Clare’s Unit of the Children’s University Hospital, Temple Street and St. Louise’s Unit of Our Lady’s Children Hospital, Crumlin who had submitted a proposal to the Commission in relation to the development of a child witness support service. The proposal is still be considered by CARI.

16   Accommodation for Missing in Ireland Support Service (MISS) and the Crime Victims Helpline

16.1  Missing in Ireland Support Service (MISS) is a non-denominational, non-political, non-profit, voluntary organisation. Its primary aim is to support families and individuals who have a relative, colleague or friend who is officially classified as “missing”.  At present MISS have no fixed accommodation or Helpline. Following negotiations with the Gardaí, the Commission has secured accommodation for MISS in Gardá Headquarters, Harcourt St.. MISS will share this accommodation with the Crime Victim Helpline who will be moving there from their present location.

The Commission is confident that once in-situ both organisations will be in a position to provide a better service to their clients. 

17 Audit of organisations funded by the Commission

17.1 The Commission engaged the services of the Internal Audit of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform to carry out Audits on the following organisations

· The Court Support Service

· The Federation for Victim Assistance

· Support after Crime

· Support after Homicide

· Victim Support 

The work was designed to offer the Commission reasonable assurances that there is an adequate system of internal financial controls in place in these organisations and that these are robust and operating. 

On the basis of the work carried out by Internal Audit, they were satisfied that there exists an adequate and effective system of internal financial control operating within most of the organisations audited. They were satisfied from reviewing the work that is being carried on in these organisations that the projects are providing a good level of service to their client base.  However, the Internal Audit Unit indicated that the recommendations made should be implemented immediately in order to strengthen the internal control and management systems within the organisations.

18 Other Commission Activities in 2007
The Commission was represented at the following launches/Conferences:

· Memorial Services for victims of homicide at which the Minister the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform was a guest speaker.

· Amen Conference 

· Judge Paul Carney’s Lecture on the Role of the Victim in the Criminal Justice Process

· Conference organised by Amen

· Conference on Restorative Justice held in UCD

Successful applicants for funding in 2007

                                Appendix   A

	Organisation
	Amount
	Purpose of Funding

	Adapt (Kerry)
	22,000
	Court Accompaniment

	Adapt (Limerick)
	37,000
	Court Accompaniment

	AdVIC
	13,000
	Advocacy and support to families bereaved by homicide

	Amen
	32,100
	Court accompaniment

	Ascend
	12,000
	Court Accompaniment

	Barnados
	20,000
	Bereavement counselling to children affected by homicide

	Beacon of Light Counselling Centre
	15,000
	Counselling Service to victims of crime

	CARI
	44,000
	Court support and court accompaniment to children who are  victim of crime

	Carlow Women's Aid
	9,000
	Court accompaniment

	Clare Haven Services
	10,000
	Court Accompaniment

	Crime Victims Helpline
	87,500
	Helpline service to crime victims

	Cuan Saor Women's Refuge Ltd.
	10,000
	Court Accompaniment

	Donegal Domestic Violence Service
	10,000
	Court accompaniment

	Drogheda Women's Refuge 
	21,000
	Court accompaniment

	Dundalk Counselling Service
	10,725
	Counselling Service to victims of crime

	Federation for Victim Assistance
	25,100
	Frontline services to victims of crime

	Innishowen Womens Refuge
	3,000
	Court Accompaniment

	IrishTourist Assistance Service
	55,000
	Frontline services to tourist victims of crime

	Laois Support against domestic abuse
	20,000
	Facilitate appointment of Co-Ordinator

	Letterkenny Women's Centre (Counselling)
	2,300
	Counselling service to women who have experience domestic violence

	Longford Women's Link
	21,000
	Court accompaniment

	Mayo Women's Support Service
	16,000
	Court Accompaniment

	Missing in Ireland Support Services
	15,000
	Setting up of Office and operation of helpline

	Meath Women's Refuge
	18,000
	Court accompaniment

	Mna Feasa 
	21,000
	Court accompaniment

	One in Four
	30,000
	Advocacy and support to men and women affected by domestic violence

	Rape Crisis Network
	60,000
	Court accompaniment

	Ruhama
	50,000
	Frontline services to victims of trafficing

	Adapt (Sexual Violence Centre, Cork)
	19,000
	Court accompaniment

	South Kerry Branch for Victims of Crime
	3,900
	Court accompaniment

	Support After Crime
	110,000
	Services to victims of crime

	Support After Homicide
	35,000
	Frontline services to families of homicide victims

	Tearmann Housing Association
	18,000
	Court Accompaniment

	Waves Coalition
	6,500
	Court Accompaniment

	Westmeath Support Service against Domestic Abuse
	10,000
	Support & advocacy to victims of domestic abuse

	Women's Aid Dublin
	46,500
	Court Accompaniment

	Women's Aid Dundalk
	7,500
	Court accompaniment

	 
	 
	 

	Totals
	946,125
	 


Appendix B

Funding granted by type of organisation providing services to victims of  crime
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Appendix  C

Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime

Allocation of funding for services to victims of crime

APPLICATION FORM 2007

Completed forms to be returned to:

Anne O’Shea,

Secretary,

Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime,

Pinebrook House

71/74 Harcourt St.

Dublin 2

Email: csvc@justice.ie

to reach us no later than 5pm on Wednesday, 31st January, 2007.  Emailed applications will also be accepted subject to the above deadline.

	Reference No (for office use only)
	CSVC/07/


	Name of Organisation / group:
	


Successful applicant organisations must:

· be a legal entity i.e a registered charity or a limited company

· provide written undertakings before monies are issued

· agree to co-operate with other organisations and services being funded by the Commission

· provide reports and financial accounting as required

· comply with the requirements of the Data Protection Commissioner

· provide evidence of tax compliance in accordance with DJELR procedures.
Incomplete application forms will not be processed.

Form CSVC 1

1.
Applicant Details 
	1.1
	Full name of organisation/group making application
	

	1.2
	Contact for Correspondence:
	

	
	Name: 
	

	
	Position within Organisation:
	

	
	Address:
	

	
	County:
	

	
	Daytime Phone: Fax:
	

	
	Mobile Number:
	

	
	Email:
	

	1.3
	How long has your organisation been in existence?
	

	1.4
	Is your organisation a registered company and/or charity? 
	

	
	If so, please quote registration number(s)
	

	1.5
	Give details of your organisation’s management structure / arrangements. If there is a Board of Management please append details.
	

	1.6
	Name of Financial Institution where bank A/C is held
	

	1.7
	Has the organisation received funding (from statutory agencies, sponsors or fundraising) in 2004 2005 or 2006?
	

	
	If so, please specify source(s) and amount of funding received. 
	

	
	What purpose/service was the funding used for?
	

	1.8
	If funding is provided by the Commission, can audited accounts be provided if required?
	


2. Project/Service Details

	2.1
	Please indicate the nature and purpose of the proposed project/service in respect of which funding is sought (Additional details may be attached as an appendix to this form.)
	

	2.2
	Project Time Frame:
	

	
	a) Earliest start-up for project from allocation of funds
	

	
	b) Completion period for project from start-up
	

	2.3
	Is this proposal a new project or is it a continuation of an existing service? 
	

	2.4
	Catchment Area (district, county, etc) 
	

	
	Are there any other groups in your catchment area doing the same or similar work?
	

	2.5
	What target group(s) are expected to benefit from this project?
	

	
	How have these been identified?
	

	2.6
	Total cost of project:
	

	
	Please give a breakdown of the total cost of the project at 2.6 under the following headings:
	

	
	Staff numbers and costs (incl. PAYE, PRSI etc.)
	

	
	Premises (e.g. rental
	

	
	Office overheads (postage, telephone, stationery, materials etc)
	

	
	Volunteer expenses
	

	
	Other costs (specify)
	

	
	Amount of funding now sought from the Commission?
	

	2.7
	Have you received or applied for funding in respect of this project from any other sources?  If yes, please give details.
	

	2.8
	Are you receiving or have you applied for funding for any other project?  If so, please give details.
	


3.
Disclosure of information under the Freedom of Information Act

The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime wishes to remind applicants that the information supplied in the application form and supporting documentation may be released, on request, to third parties, in accordance with the Department’s obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 1997 and 2003.

You are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by you in applying for funding under this programme should not be disclosed because of sensitivity.  If this is the case, you should, when providing the information, identify same and specify the reasons for its sensitivity.  The Commission will consult with you about sensitive information before making a decision on release of such information.  The Commission may, if requested, release information to third parties without further consultation with you, unless you identify the information as sensitive with supporting reasons.

If you consider that some of the information is sensitive, please identify clearly such information when submitting your application.

If you consider that none of the information supplied by you is sensitive, please complete the statement below to that effect.  Such information may be released in response to a Freedom of Information request.

(Name of Organisation): ___________________________________ hereby agrees that none of the information supplied is sensitive, and acknowledges that any, or all, of the information supplied, may be released in response to a Freedom of Information request.

Signed: ______________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________ (in block capitals)

4. 
Tax Clearance Certificate and Certificate of Incorporation under the Companies Act, 1963 to 2005

It will be a condition for the granting of any application for funding that the applicant will be required to produce promptly a Tax Clearance Certificate from the Irish Revenue Commissioners and a copy of Certificate of Incorporation, where a company is registered  under the Companies Acts, 1963 to 2005 

or

in cases where they are recognised as charities by the Revenue Commissioner, their CHY number.

5.  Audit

If funding is provided by the Commission, audited accounts should be made available on     request for audit by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform. Under the Comptroller and Auditor General Act, 1993, the Comptroller may audit the records of any organisation in receipt of State funds.

6.
Disclaimer

Please read carefully

It will be a condition of any application for funding that the applicant has read, understood and accepted the following:

(i) the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime shall not be liable to the applicant or any other party in respect of any loss, damage or costs of any nature arising directly or indirectly from:

a) the application or the subject matter of the application:

b) the rejection for any reason of any application.

(ii) The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime, its servants or agents shall not at any time in any circumstances be held responsible or liable in relation to any matter whatsoever arising in connection with the development, planning, operation, management and/or administration of individual projects.

7.
Applicant’s Statement

We certify that we read and understood the requirements applicable to this funding.  We agree that, if our application is successful, we will comply fully with any conditions that the Commission may deem appropriate.

We certify that all information provided in this application, and all information given in any documentation submitted in support of the application is truthful and accurate.

I/we hereby undertake that, if our application is successful, from the date of the allocation, no-one will be denied access to any service or part of a service in respect of which an allocation has been made on the grounds of sex, religion, ethnic origin or disability.

Signed: _____________________                       Signed : ____________________

Position held:___________________
Position held:_____________


( Please note: Two signatures are required)

Date: ______________________

Name: ______________ (in block capitals)       Name:______________(in block capitals)

On behalf of:______________                                        (Organisation name)

Date: __________________

Appendix  D

Newspaper Advertisement
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Commission for the

Support of Victims of Crime

Funding for provision of

Services to Victims of Crime

The Commission for the Support of Victims of

Crime was established by The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform in March 2005 to –

· disburse funding to organisations who provide support and assistance to victims of crime and to 

· devise an appropriate support framework for victims of crime into the future 

The Commission is again inviting applications for funding from registered charities, voluntary/community groups and other bodies who provide or who have proposals for the provision of victim services/assistance.  Applicants for funding must be either a registered charity or a limited company.

Application forms can be downloaded from www.justice.ie   or can be obtained from Anne O’Shea, Secretary to the Commission at the address below.  Application forms must be returned by Wednesday, the 31st January, 2007

Contact details:

Ms Anne O’Shea

Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime,

c/o Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform,

Pinebrook House

71/74 Harcourt St.

Dublin 2.

Tel: 01-6028681. e-mail: csvc@justice.ie

Appendix E
Commission for the Support of Victim of Crime

We all know someone who has been the 

Victim of Crime

but we don’t always know how to offer our  support

thankfully there are people who do

For support and information contact the

Crime Victims Helpline

1850 211 407

or


       The Commmission is a funding body           for groups who support victims of crime     
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