Minister Shatter addresses the Victims of Crime Consultative Forum

The Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence, Mr. Alan Shatter T.D. today opened the fifth Victims of Crime Consultative Forum at the Ashling Hotel, Dublin. 

Speaking at the event Minister Shatter said “Speaking to the victims groups within a month of being appointed enables me to underline my commitment and that of the Government to victims of crime.

This commitment is reflected in the Programme for Government where the first commitment under Justice and Law Reform is a Victims Bill. I am interested in far more than a symbolic gesture. I want this legislation to bring about tangible benefits to victims of crime in their interactions with criminal justice agencies.”

The Forum is attended by the forty four organisations funded by the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime. The theme of the Forum was “Working Together for and with Victims”. The aim of the Forum was to provide the voluntary sector organisations supporting victims of crime with an opportunity to improve understanding, cooperation and sharing of best practice between themselves, so that services to victims are improved.

Minister Shatter concluded “As a result of the work at the Consultative Forum today I anticipate improvements to the service to victims, which will be good for the victims and ultimately good for the voluntary sector organisations which provide the services.”
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Note for Editors

The Victims of Crime Consultative Forum operates under the aegis of the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime. The meeting is attended by the forty four voluntary sector organisations which are funded by the Commission. It enables the groups to share information and good practice, to discuss topics of relevance to themselves and to have an input into policy formulation. Meetings take place twice a year and this is the fifth such meeting. The theme of this meeting is “Working together for and with victims”. 

The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime (the Commission) was set up in 2005 to provide funding for organisations assisting victims of crime, and to ensure continuity of service and cohesion between the different emerging organisations and pre-existing organisations working in the areas of domestic and sexual violence. It has a budget of €1.321m in 2011.

The members of the Commission who will be attending the Forum are:

Ray McAndrew (retired Assistant Commissioner of An Garda Síochána)

P.J. Fitzpatrick (retired Director of the Courts Service and current chair of the Public Service Agreement Implementation Body under the Croke Park agreement)

Terry Delany (Deputy General Secretary of the Communication Workers Union)

Greg Heylin (Director of the Victims of Crime Office, an official of the Department of Justice and Law Reform and ex-officio member).

The Programme for Government 2011-2016 provides that:

“We will enact legislation to strengthen the rights of victims of crime and their families, to ensure that victims and their needs are at the heart of justice process and that rights to information, advice and other appropriate assistance are met effectively and efficiently.”

Legislation is being prepared to take account, among other things, of the contents of the draft EU Directive on the Standing of Victims of Crime in Criminal Proceedings, which it is expected will be published before the summer. 

The first forum meeting looked at a work programme and procedures and heard a briefing on the Criminal Procedure Bill 2009. The second meeting was opened by the then Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, who launched the websites of the Commission and of the Victims of Crime Office. It considered concerns about counselling victims of crime, heard a further presentation on the Criminal Procedure Bill, 2009 and looked at empowering the victim. The third meeting was a consultation on the White Paper on Crime Discussion Paper on the relationship between members of the public and the criminal justice system. It took place before drafting of the Discussion Paper commenced. The fourth meeting heard presentations from and put questions to the Gardai, the Courts Service, the Prison Service, the Criminal Injuries Compensation Tribunal and the Probation Service on the implementation of the new Victims Charter.
