Press Release

Chair of the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime welcomes announcement by the Director of Public Prosecutions
Mr. Ray McAndrew, chair of the Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime today welcomed the statement by the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), Mr. Jim Hamilton, that the DPP is introducing a pilot scheme to give reasons for non-prosecution of alleged offences where a death has occurred. 

This new policy has the potential to alleviate some of the distress felt by families of the deceased where the DPP decides not to prosecute an alleged offence. The Commission, from its experience of victims’ groups, knows that the existing policy of not giving reasons for not prosecuting offences tended to add to the anguish felt by victims of serious crime generally. The Commission understands the need for the DPP, who is independent of Government, to proceed cautiously in this area, which is sensitive in legal terms and at a human level. 

The Commission also welcomes the possibility, subject to a satisfactory review by the DPP of experience of the present pilot scheme, that the DPP may consider extending this scheme to other serious crimes, including sexual offences.

Notes for Editors
The Director of Public Prosecutions is independent of Government in the exercise of his functions. 

The Press Release and details of the proposed scheme are on the web-site of the DPP. (at http://www.dpp.ie/whats_new/ - press statement; and at http://www.dpp.ie/publications/reasons_project/ - details of scheme)

The Commission for the Support of Victims of Crime was established in 2005 by the then Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform to fund organisations which provide services to victims of crime. To date it has distributed in excess of €3m in funding.

The scheme announced today by the DPP follows a consultation process on the disclosure of reasons, undertaken by his office. The Commission for the  Support  of Victims of Crime contributed its views to the consultation process. 
It is understood that this new policy is in addition to, and leaves unaltered, the long-standing rights of victims and their families to: 

· request the DPP to review a prosecutorial decision 

· meet with the prosecution team before a trial 

· request the DPP to seek a review of an unduly lenient sentence.

It is also understood that the new policy will apply to alleged offences involving death, where the offence occurred after 22 October, 2008, and that it is expected to continue to at least 1 January, 2010.
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